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India’s Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, is leading his country through sustainability and water conservation

changes. 

Last year, during his customary radio address on Indian radio station Mann Ki Baat, Prime Minister Modi

called upon his people to make conservation of water a collective responsibility.

“We often hear that there might be wars due to scarcity of water in [the] future,” he said. “Therefore, we must

assume our responsibility to conserve water and we must ensure conservation of water in every possible

manner.”

His efforts towards conservation saw him honoured (https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/pm-

modi-gets-uns-champions-of-the-earth-award/article25051867.ece) with the United Nations’ Champions

of the Earth’ award in October 2018.

During his acceptance speech, Modi dedicated the award to the invisible faces of India who contribute to

conservation of nature.  He said climate and calamity are directly linked to culture. 

“It will be difficult to avoid calamity as long as concerns for the climate do not become part of the local

culture.”

He said the honour belonged to tribal forest dwellers who play an important role in forest conservation, to

the fishermen who abstain from fishing during the breeding season and to the farmers who are dependent

on the seasonal weather cycle for their livelihood.

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/pm-modi-gets-uns-champions-of-the-earth-award/article25051867.ece


31/10/2019 India turns to Norway’s water initiatives - International WaterCentre

https://watercentre.org/blog/india-turns-to-norways-water-initiatives/ 3/7

�/�m�j�l�<�Q�\�<�D�Z�I���s�<�l�I�i���[ �<�\�<�O�I�[ �I�\�l
�,�Q���H�D�U�O�\���������������W�K�H���1�R�U�Z�H�J�L�D�Q���3�U�L�P�H���0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U���(�U�Q�D���6�R�O�E�H�U�J���Y�L�V�L�W�H�G���'�H�O�K�L�����+�H�U���Y�L�V�L�W���P�D�U�N�H�G���W�K�H���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���D

�F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���Z�D�W�H�U���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���E�R�W�K���W�K�H���W�Z�R���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V��

�'�X�U�L�Q�J���K�H�U���W�Z�R���G�D�\���V�W�D�\�����W�K�H���1�R�U�Z�H�J�L�D�Q���3�U�L�P�H���0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U���L�Q�D�X�J�X�U�D�W�H�G���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���J�U�H�H�Q���F�R�P�S�R�X�Q�G���D�W���W�K�H���5�R�\�D�O

�1�R�U�Z�H�J�L�D�Q���(�P�E�D�V�V�\���L�Q���'�H�O�K�L�����7�K�H���H�P�E�D�V�V�\���K�D�V���R�E�W�D�L�Q�H�G���D���*�U�H�H�Q���5�D�W�L�Q�J���I�R�U���,�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�H�G���+�D�E�L�W�D�W

���K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���J�U�L�K�D�L�Q�G�L�D���R�U�J���D�E�R�X�W���J�U�L�K�D�����E�\���W�K�H���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���R�I���,�Q�G�L�D��

�7�K�H���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���D�G�D�S�W�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���O�R�F�D�O���F�O�L�P�D�W�H�����W�D�N�L�Q�J���L�Q�W�R���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���,�Q�G�L�D�Q���F�O�L�P�D�W�L�F���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�V�����7�K�H

�P�D�L�Q���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V���Z�K�H�U�H���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H���Z�D�W�H�U���P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���H�Q�H�U�J�\���H�I�d�F�L�H�Q�F�\�����7�K�H���F�R�P�S�R�X�Q�G���K�D�V

�Z�H�O�O�V���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�H�G���I�R�U���U�D�L�Q�Z�D�W�H�U���K�D�U�Y�H�V�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���J�H�R�W�K�H�U�P�D�O���Z�H�O�O�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���D�U�H���X�V�H�G���I�R�U���F�R�R�O�L�Q�J���E�\���F�L�U�F�X�O�D�W�L�Q�J

�Z�D�W�H�U���I�U�R�P���������Z�H�O�O�V���V�X�Q�N�����������P�H�W�U�H�V���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���H�D�U�W�K�����6�R�O�D�U���S�D�Q�H�O�V���D�U�H���X�V�H�G���I�R�U���K�H�D�W�L�Q�J�����7�K�H���S�D�Q�H�O�V���S�U�R�G�X�F�H

���������N�:�K���H�Q�H�U�J�\���S�H�U���G�D�\�����Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���H�T�X�L�Y�D�O�H�Q�W���W�R���S�R�Z�H�U�L�Q�J���D�������Z���E�X�O�E���I�R�U���D�O�P�R�V�W���V�H�Y�H�Q���P�R�Q�W�K�V���R�U���D�����:���/�(�'

�I�R�U���D�U�R�X�Q�G���V�H�Y�H�Q���\�H�D�U�V���b

�$�W���W�K�H���W�L�P�H�����3�U�L�P�H���0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U���6�R�O�E�H�U�J���V�D�L�G�����8�7�K�H���L�Q�D�X�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R�G�D�\���P�D�U�N�V���W�K�H���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���D���Q�H�Z���H�U�D���R�I

�F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���R�X�U���W�Z�R���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�����$�V���D���J�U�H�H�Q���H�P�E�D�V�V�\�����,���K�R�S�H���L�W���F�D�Q���V�H�U�Y�H���D�V���D�Q���L�Q�V�S�L�U�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���R�X�U

�V�K�D�U�H�G���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���W�R���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H���W�K�H���J�U�H�H�Q���W�U�D�Q�V�L�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H���6�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H���'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���*�R�D�O�V�����,���O�R�R�N���I�R�U�Z�D�U�G���W�R

�V�H�H�L�Q�J���R�X�U���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S���E�H�D�U���P�R�U�H���I�U�X�L�W�V�����L�Q���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�����S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V���D�Q�G���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�9��

� �<�i�Q�\�I���E� �̂\�j�I�i�r�<�l�Q� �̂\
�$�Q�R�W�K�H�U���M�R�L�Q�W���Z�D�W�H�U���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���W�Z�R���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���L�V���W�K�H���,�Q�G�L�D���1�R�U�Z�D�\���0�D�U�L�Q�H���3�R�O�O�X�W�L�R�Q���,�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H

���K�W�W�S�V�������W�L�P�H�V�R�d�Q�G�L�D���L�Q�G�L�D�W�L�P�H�V���F�R�P���L�Q�G�L�D���L�Q�G�L�D���Q�R�U�Z�D�\���V�L�J�Q���d�U�V�W���M�R�L�Q�W���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H���W�R���F�R�P�E�D�W���P�D�U�L�Q�H��

�S�R�O�O�X�W�L�R�Q���D�U�W�L�F�O�H�V�K�R�Z���������������������F�P�V�������Z�K�L�F�K���D�L�P�V���W�R���F�R�P�E�D�W���P�D�U�L�Q�H���S�R�O�O�X�W�L�R�Q�����R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���I�D�V�W�H�V�W���J�U�R�Z�L�Q�J

�H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�V��

�2�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���V�F�D�O�H�����1�R�U�Z�D�\���L�V���V�H�H�Q���D�V���D���O�H�D�G�H�U���L�Q���J�O�R�E�D�O���W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���S�R�O�L�F�\���I�R�U�P�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���Z�D�W�H�U���D�Q�G���R�F�H�D�Q

�P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W�����8�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S�����1�R�U�Z�D�\���D�Q�G���,�Q�G�L�D���Z�L�O�O���V�K�D�U�H���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V���D�Q�G���F�R�P�S�H�W�H�Q�F�H�����D�Q�G

�F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�H���R�Q���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���W�R���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S���F�O�H�D�Q���D�Q�G���K�H�D�O�W�K�\���R�F�H�D�Q�V�����V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H���X�V�H���R�I���R�F�H�D�Q���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���D�Q�G���J�U�R�Z�W�K

�L�Q���W�K�H���E�O�X�H���H�F�R�Q�R�P�\�����K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���Z�R�U�O�G�E�D�Q�N���R�U�J���H�Q���Q�H�Z�V���L�Q�I�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F�������������������������E�O�X�H���H�F�R�Q�R�P�\��

�7�K�U�R�X�J�K���D���U�D�Q�J�H���R�I���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�����W�K�H���,�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H���Z�L�O�O���V�H�H�N���W�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���O�R�F�D�O���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�V���L�Q

�L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H���Z�D�V�W�H���P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V���D�Q�G���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S���V�\�V�W�H�P�V���I�R�U���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�Q�J

�L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���D�E�R�X�W���V�R�X�U�F�H�V���D�Q�G���V�F�R�S�H���R�I���P�D�U�L�Q�H���S�R�O�O�X�W�L�R�Q���b

�7�K�H���,�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H���Z�L�O�O���D�O�V�R���Z�R�U�N���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���E�H�D�F�K���F�O�H�D�Q���X�S���H�I�I�R�U�W�V�����D�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V���U�D�L�V�L�Q�J���F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q�V���D�Q�G���S�L�O�R�W���D

�S�U�R�M�H�F�W���W�K�D�W���X�V�H�V���S�O�D�V�W�L�F���Z�D�V�W�H���D�V���D���I�X�H�O���V�X�E�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���F�R�D�O���L�Q���F�H�P�H�Q�W���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q��

�b

https://www.grihaindia.org/about-griha
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/india-norway-sign-first-joint-initiative-to-combat-marine-pollution/articleshow/67948354.cms
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/infographic/2017/06/06/blue-economy


31/10/2019 India turns to Norway’s water initiatives - International WaterCentre

https://watercentre.org/blog/india-turns-to-norways-water-initiatives/ 4/7

�%�F�S�Y�X���X�L�I���E�Y�X�L�S�V�����)�Q�M�P�]���'�L�E�R�X�M�V�M���[�V�M�X�I�W���E�W���E���G�S�V�V�I�W�T�S�R�H�I�R�X���J�S�V���X�L�I���-�R�X�I�V�R�E�X�M�S�R�E�P���;�E�X�I�V�'�I�R�X�V�I�����G�L�E�V�K�I�H���[�M�X�L

�I�\�T�P�S�V�M�R�K���[�E�X�I�V���G�L�E�P�P�I�R�K�I�W���E�R�H���X�L�I���[�E�]�W���X�L�I�W�I���G�L�E�P�P�I�R�K�I�W���E�V�I���Q�E�R�E�K�I�H���E�V�S�Y�R�H���X�L�I���[�S�V�P�H��

�-�Q�E�K�I�W�����6�L�I�X�X���4�E�V�O�I�V���E�R�H���(�]�P�E�R���'�V�E�[�J�S�V�H��

�&�2�0 �0 �8�1�,�7�,�(�6�����+�7�7�3�6�������: �$�7�(�5�&�(�1�7�5�(���2�5�*���%�/�2�*���"�$�5�7�,�&�/�(�B�7�2�3�,�&� �&�2�0 �0 �8�1�,�7�,�(�6�� �)�,�/�7�(�5��

�(�1�9�,�5�2�1�0 �(�1�7�����+�7�7�3�6�������: �$�7�(�5�&�(�1�7�5�(���2�5�*���%�/�2�*���"�$�5�7�,�&�/�(�B�7�2�3�,�&� �(�1�9�,�5�2�1�0 �(�1�7�� �)�,�/�7�(�5��

�* �2�9�(�5�1�$�1�&�(�����+�7�7�3�6�������: �$�7�(�5�&�(�1�7�5�(���2�5�*���%�/�2�*���"�$�5�7�,�&�/�(�B�7�2�3�,�&� �* �2�9�(�5�1�$�1�&�(�� �)�,�/�7�(�5��

�/�(�$�' �(�5�6�+�,�3�����+�7�7�3�6�������: �$�7�(�5�&�(�1�7�5�(���2�5�*���%�/�2�*���"�$�5�7�,�&�/�(�B�7�2�3�,�&� �/�(�$�' �(�5�6�+�,�3�� �)�,�/�7�(�5��

�� ���3�5�(�9�,�2�8�6�����+�7�7�3�6�������: �$�7�(�5�&�(�1�7�5�(���2�5�*���%�/�2�*���6�4�8�(�(�=�,�1�*���: �$�7�(�5���)�5�2�0 ���7�+�(���$�,�5�����1�(�; �7��� �����+�7�7�3�6�������: �$�7�(�5�&�(�1�7�5�(���2�5�*���%�/�2�*���&�+�$�1

�. �I�Z�<�l�I�G���� �i�l�Q�E�Z�I�j �� �7�I�I���E�P�P�����L�X�X�T�W�������[�E�X�I�V�G�I�R�X�V�I���S�V�K���F�P�S�K���#�E�V�X�M�G�P�I�C�X�S�T�M�G�!�I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X���¦�P�X�I�V�

�/ �0�� �9�����! ���0�#�1�� ��

�/�Q�O�\���m�f���N� �̂i��� �̂m�i���[ � �̂\�l�P�Z�u���\�I�s�j�Z�I�l�l�I�i

�6�8�%�6�&�5�,�%�(

https://watercentre.org/blog/?article_topic=communities#filter
https://watercentre.org/blog/?article_topic=environment#filter
https://watercentre.org/blog/?article_topic=governance#filter
https://watercentre.org/blog/?article_topic=leadership#filter
https://watercentre.org/blog/squeezing-water-from-the-air/
https://watercentre.org/blog/changing-consumer-water-usage-by-appealing-to-local-and-group-identities/
https://watercentre.org/blog/?article_topic=environment#filter


31/10/2019 India turns to Norway’s water initiatives - International WaterCentre

https://watercentre.org/blog/india-turns-to-norways-water-initiatives/ 5/7

�3�U�L�Y�D�F�\���3�R�O�L�F�\�����K�W�W�S�V�������Z�D�W�H�U�F�H�Q�W�U�H���R�U�J���S�U�L�Y�D�F�\���S�R�O�L�F�\������ �6�L�W�H���0�D�S�����K�W�W�S�V�������Z�D�W�H�U�F�H�Q�W�U�H���R�U�J���V�L�W�H���P�D�S������

�'�L�V�F�O�D�L�P�H�U�����K�W�W�S�V�������Z�D�W�H�U�F�H�Q�W�U�H���R�U�J���G�L�V�F�O�D�L�P�H�U����

�?

���K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���I�D�F�H�E�R�R�N���F�R�P���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�Z�D�W�H�U

�@�����K�W�W�S�V�������W�Z�L�W�W�H�U���F�R�P���,�Q�W�B�:�D�W�H�U�&�H�Q�W�U�H��

�A

���K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���O�L�Q�N�H�G�L�Q���F�R�P���V�F�K�R�R�O���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D

�Z�D�W�H�U�F�H�Q�W�U�H����

�Q

���K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���L�Q�V�W�D�J�U�D�P���F�R�P���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�B�Z�D�W

�L

���K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���\�R�X�W�X�E�H���F�R�P���X�V�H�U���7�K�H�,�:�&�:�D�W�H�U�&

�� �D� �̂m�l���¼�P�l�l�f�j�®�¹�¹�s�<�l�I�i�E�I�\�l�i�I�¬� �̂i�O�¹�<�D� �̂m�l�¹�½

�/�l�m�G�u���¼�P�l�l�f�j�®�¹�¹�s�<�l�I�i�E�I�\�l�i�I�¬� �̂i�O�¹�j�l�m�G�u�¹�½

�+�i� �̂X�I�E�l�j���¼�P�l�l�f�j�®�¹�¹�s�<�l�I�i�E�I�\�l�i�I�¬� �̂i�O�¹�f�i� �̂X�I�E�l�j�¹�½

�.�I�j�I�<�i�E�P���¼�P�l�l�f�j�®�¹�¹�s�<�l�I�i�E�I�\�l�i�I�¬� �̂i�O�¹�i�I�j�I�<�i�E�P�¹�½

�� �Z� �̂O���¼�P�l�l�f�j�®�¹�¹�s�<�l�I�i�E�I�\�l�i�I�¬� �̂i�O�¹�D�Z� �̂O�¹�½

���r�I�\�l�j���¼�P�l�l�f�j�®�¹�¹�s�<�l�I�i�E�I�\�l�i�I�¬� �̂i�O�¹�I�r�I�\�l�j�¹�½

�.�I�j� �̂m�i�E�I�j���¼�P�l�l�f�j�®�¹�¹�s�<�l�I�i�E�I�\�l�i�I�¬� �̂i�O�¹�i�I�j� �̂m�i�E�I�j�¹�½

��� �̂\�l�<�E�l���¼�P�l�l�f�j�®�¹�¹�s�<�l�I�i�E�I�\�l�i�I�¬� �̂i�O�¹�E� �̂\�l�<�E�l�¹�½

���K�W�W�S�V�������Z�D�W�H�U�F�H�Q�W�U�H���R�U�J��

���K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���J�U�L�I�d�W�K���H�G�X���D�X����

https://watercentre.org/privacy-policy/
https://watercentre.org/site-map/
https://watercentre.org/disclaimer/
https://www.facebook.com/internationalwatercentre/
https://twitter.com/Int_WaterCentre
https://www.linkedin.com/school/international-watercentre/
https://www.instagram.com/international_watercentre/
https://www.youtube.com/user/TheIWCWaterChannel
https://watercentre.org/about/
https://watercentre.org/study/
https://watercentre.org/projects/
https://watercentre.org/research/
https://watercentre.org/blog/
https://watercentre.org/events/
https://watercentre.org/resources/
https://watercentre.org/contact/
https://watercentre.org/
https://www.griffith.edu.au/


31/10/2019 India turns to Norway’s water initiatives - International WaterCentre

https://watercentre.org/blog/india-turns-to-norways-water-initiatives/ 6/7

�k�������������,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���:�D�W�H�U�&�H�Q�W�U�H�� �&�5�,�&�2�6���3�U�R�Y�L�G�H�U�����������������(



31/10/2019 India turns to Norway’s water initiatives - International WaterCentre

https://watercentre.org/blog/india-turns-to-norways-water-initiatives/ 7/7


